Optic neuritis associated with etanercept therapy for juvenile arthritis.
We sought to describe cases of optic neuritis associated with etanercept therapy. A retrospective chart review was undertaken on all patients that developed uveitis or optic neuritis associated with etanercept therapy between January 2003 and January 2005 in 2 medical centers: Assaf Harofeh Medical Center, and Kaplan Medical Center, Israel. Four patients (3 girls, 1 boy) treated with etanercept for juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) are presented. The 3 girls had oligoarticular-onset JRA. The boy had HLA-B27-positive juvenile spondyloarthropathy and bilateral uveitis. After a mean follow-up of 10 months (range, 2.5-18 months) all 4 patients had reduced visual acuity due to optic neuritis, which was accompanied by vitreitis in 2 eyes. In 3 patients, the discontinuation of etanercept, together with steroid treatment, resulted in resolution of the inflammation. The fourth patient elected to continue etanercept treatment and experienced no further deterioration in visual acuity. Optic neuritis is a potentially sight-threatening complication of etanercept therapy. Patients with JRA who are candidates for therapy should be examined by an ophthalmologist before starting treatment and then regularly thereafter. Ophthalmologists and rheumatologists should be aware of this hazard and be cautious when using etanercept in this patient population.